MINUTES                     

INDIAN LAKE BOROUGH COUNCIL MEETING

NOVEMBER 12, 2003


The regularly scheduled meeting of the Indian Lake Borough Council was held on November 12, 2003 at 7:00 P.M. at the Indian Lake Borough Building.

THOSE PRESENT:



THOSE ABSENT:
Andrew L. Horvath, President 


Patricia Dewar

John Walters

Michael Miscoe










Robert Pyle

Terry St. Clair

Alex Majesky






Barry S. Lichty, Mayor

David S. Dickey, Solicitor


Theresa L. Weyant, Borough Secretary

Harry Huzsek, Superintendent

Visitors – Veil Schiffhauer, Burt Budlong, John Budlong, Larry Powell and Richard Stern.

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 P.M. by Andrew L. Horvath, President.

ORDER OF BUSINESS

 1.
Approve the Minutes of the Meetings held on October 8th and October 22nd,  2003 - Horvath asked for additions and/or corrections.  There being none, St. Clair moved and Miscoe seconded to approve the minutes as submitted.  All ayes, motion carried.

 2.
Financial Reports – Secretary reviewed the Income & Expense Report, the Budget Report and the List of Bills for October 31, 2003.  Secretary would like to add the following additional outstanding bills to the List of Bills Report:  AT&T Wireless, October ’03 cellular phone charges, in the amount of $12.68, Daily American, advertise zoning hearing meeting, in the amount of $95.84, Mike’s Market, paper towels and miscellaneous cleaning supplies, in the amount of $40.54, and Morton Salt, 47.33 T. de-icing salt, in the amount of $1,951.42.  Miscoe made a motion to approve the Borough’s Financial Reports, including the amendments to the List of Bills Report.  Walters seconded the motion.  All ayes, motion carried.


Secretary reviewed the Water Works Income & Expense Report and the List of Bills for October 31, 2003.  Miscoe made a motion to approve the Water Work’s Financial Reports as presented.  Walters seconded the motion.  All ayes, motion carried.


Secretary reviewed the Sewer Plant Financial Reports and the List of Bills for October 31, 2003.   Miscoe made a motion to approve the Sewer Plant Financial Reports as submitted.  Majesky seconded the motion.  All ayes, motion carried.

Secretary reviewed the Summary of Account Balance Report for October 31, 2003.  Miscoe made a motion to approve the Summary of Account Balance Report for October 31, 2003.  Walters seconded the motion.  All ayes, motion carried.

 3.
Welcome Visitors – Veil Schiffhauer, Burt Budlong, John Budlong, Larry Powell and Richard Stern.

 4.
Larry Powell, Appalachian Forest Consultants-Timbering Bids – Larry Powell, from Appalachian Forest Consultants, stated that he mailed out 39 bid packages to buyers, sawmillers and loggers.  Only 2 bids were submitted.  The bids were as follows:

 

Kern Brothers Lumbering Company
$130,000.00

Appalachian Timber Products

$110,777.00

Miscoe made a motion to accept the bid from Kern Brothers Lumbering Company at the submitted bid price of $130,000.00.  St. Clair seconded the motion.  All ayes, motion carried.  

 5.
Correspondence:

A.
The Eads Group-Response to our Comments Concerning Stonycreek Township’s Proposed Act 537 Plan – They recognize that Calendar’s Run discharges into Indian Lake and this concern has been addressed in the Township’s Act 537 Plan.  The Plan Narrative states that a discharge to any stream in this area would likely either not be permitted or the effluent limits would be very stringent.  For these reasons, the plan suggests that it may be best to address this area of the Township with a special study.  

  
In the future when a special study would be completed for the Buckstown/Reels Corner Area, there may be more options available to treat sewage from this area that would not require the discharge of treated effluent to any tributary water of Indian Lake.


B.
Somerset County Planning Commission-Approved Subdivision Plan for Randall and Linda Musser – Secretary stated that this subdivision actually is located in Stonycreek Township not Indian Lake Borough.  The Borough probably received a copy of the subdivision due to the fact this property borders West Shore Trail.


C.
Don Corbett, Delaware 126-Comments to Sewer Committee – Mr. Corbett would like to see a comprehensive plan, that included all areas, with financing established, and a schedule put together so everyone knew when sewage lines were coming to their area.


D.
Frank McKay, Wenatchee 139-Comments to Sewer Committee – Mr. McKay feels that the sewer committee should fix the dirty water problem before it even considers sewering the whole Borough.


E.
Department of Emergency Services-Hazard Mitigation Plan – Congress has asked that state, county and local municipalities identify and prioritize hazards, evaluate how they impact us, determine appropriate actions to deal with hazards and implement measures to reduce the effects of future disasters.  The County has received a grant to prepare a “County Plan”.  The Borough can either chose to adopt the county plan or prepare it’s own.  A hazard mitigation plan must be adopted before November 2004.  If a plan is not adopted by this time, the Borough would not be eligible for any “After Disaster Assistance”, such as FEMA funds.



Council asked the Borough Secretary to contact Richard Shinholt, Deputy Coordinator for the Somerset County Emergency Management Agency, and request a copy of the County’s Hazard Mitigation Plan, get an estimate when the County’s Plan will be adopted, and ask if the questionnaire needs to be completed if the Borough is planning on adopting the County’s Plan.

 6.
Legal Report – 


A.
Condominium Units – Tax Claim Bureau has scheduled a hearing on December 8th on the Judicial Sale of the Condominium Units.  Secretary informed Council that the Service Corporation was served with papers but she has received no information.  Council asked the Secretary to contact Barbara Witchie, Secretary for the Indian Lake Service Corporation, to get a copy of this information and to forward a copy to Robert Pyle and Attorney Dickey.

 7.
Committee Reports:  


A.
Finance Report:

     

1.
Approval to Advertise the Proposed 2004 Budget – St. Clair made a motion to authorize the Borough Secretary to advertise the Proposed 2004 Budget as presented.  Walters seconded the motion.  All ayes, motion carried.



2.
Mockenhaupt Benefits Group-Approval of the Act 205 Actuarial Valuation Report – Pyle made a motion to accept the Act 205 Actuarial Valuation Report as submitted by Mockenhaupt Benefits Group and to authorize Andrew Horvath to sign the documents and to forward them to the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania Public Employee Retirement Commission.  Miscoe seconded the motion.  All ayes, motion carried.

      
3.
PA U/C Law-Solvency Fee – Secretary stated that the Borough is a reimbursable employer under the PA UC Law.  A reimbursable employer’s participation in the relief from charge option is voluntary.  In order to be eligible to request relief from charges for Unemployment Compensation benefits paid on applications, the Borough must pay a solvency fee of $47.73 for 2004.  If the Borough elects not to pay the solvency fee, the Borough would be responsible for the repayment of all UC benefit payments chargeable to our account on a dollar-for-dollar basis.

   

Miscoe made a motion to remit $47.73 to the PA UC Fund for the 2004 solvency fee.  Walters seconded the motion.  All ayes, motion carried.


B.
Public Works: 

      
1.
Proposed Dam Letter – Each member of Council was given a draft copy of a proposed letter to all residents informing them of the extensive work which needs to be done to the dam due to stricter standards and new regulations, the initial engineering and increased monitoring costs and the need for the proposed 1 mil tax increase. 

     

Miscoe made a motion to send the proposed letter with the recommended changes to all the residents.  Walters seconded the motion.  All ayes, motion carried. 

C. Sewer Report:

   
1.
Update on Tom Hudak’s Sandmound – Mr. Hudak has not completed the remedial work on his sandmound.  St. Clair reported that Jerry Mostoller was out on October 7th and did an inspection of the sand.  To date, no more action has been taken on the sandmound.  Council was provided with a copy of a letter giving Mr. Hudak 15 days to have the sandmound completed and inspected.  If this is not done, prosecutions will be initiated and all costs for abatement will be assessed in addition to the applicable civil and criminal penalties.




Walters made a motion to send the final notice to Mr. Hudak.  St. Clair seconded the motion.  All ayes, motion carried.

 8.
Old Business:   


A.
Uniform Construction Code-Proposed Somerset Co-Op Agreement with E. Alan Baumgardner (B.E. Fire Safety Consulting) – Each member of Council was provided with a copy of the September 3rd Minutes of the Somerset County Municipal Co-Op Association Meeting held on September 3rd.   



A copy of the proposed Agreement between the Somerset County Municipal Co-Op and E. Alan Baumgardner was also provided.  Secretary informed Council that this proposed agreement will be coming before the Co-Op at their November 19th meeting for a vote.  



St. Clair made a motion to table any action on the proposed agreement.  Pyle seconded the motion.  All ayes, motion carried.

 9.
New Business:  



A.
Appointment of Member to the Planning Commission – Miscoe made a motion to appoint John Walters to the Indian Lake Borough Planning Commission for a five (5) year term, term expiring December 31, 2008.  Pyle seconded the motion.  6 ayes, 1 abstention.  Motion carried.


B.
Appointment of Member to the Zoning Hearing Board – Miscoe made a motion to appoint Tom Walters to the Indian Lake Borough Zoning Hearing Board for a three (3) year term, term expiring December 31, 2006.  St. Clair seconded the motion.  6 ayes, 1 abstention.  Motion carried.

10.
Public Comment:  None.



With no further business to discuss, Miscoe moved and Walters seconded to adjourn the meeting at 8:23 P.M.  All ayes, motion carried.

The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Indian Lake Borough Council will be held on 

December 10, 2003 at 7:00 P.M. at the Indian Lake Borough Building.

Respectfully submitted,

Theresa L. Weyant

Borough Secretary
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